
Desert Fly Casters Supports 
BARBLESS HOOKS
 CATCH & RELEASE

AUGUST
Wednesday, 

August 12, 2015
Chit-Chat: 5:30 • Dinner: 6:30
Meeting/Guest Speaker: 7:00

  Elks Lodge
   1775 West Chandler Blvd.

Chandler, Arizona 85224

Catch all  of us DFC TROUT BUMS...We talk fish, we fish an'  fish an'  talk fish while enjoying the out- of- doors in Arizona!

O F F I C I A L  D E S E R T  F L Y  C A S T E R S  N E W S L E T T E R

Notice for Members.  
New Desert Fly Caster Chandler PO Box address:

Desert Fly Casters  •  PO Box 6404  •  Chandler, AZ 85246

AUGUST 2015

Plan on arriving early to set up all your stuff...
6:30 comes and goes real quick.

Be the first to take in all new trade possibilities.
Haggle an’ Finagle 

with all us DFC Trout Bums!
Always a big turnout!  •  See you on the 12th!
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To advance the sport of fly 
fishing in Arizona through 
education, conservation 
and community outreach 
efforts by: 
• Providing Education 
classes and clinics on fly 
fishing, fly casting, fly 
tying, rod  building and 
other associated skills

• Committing to conserve, 
restore, and enhance local 
and regional fisheries

• Making fishing 
approachable, enjoyable 
and safe in family friendly 
environment

• Promoting responsible 
angling practices

DFC MISSION STATEMENT

Published: June 1908
PREFACE
The object of this book is to inform anglers about every 
kind of fresh -water and especially marine fish — "much in 
little." Those fish not angled for are left out, and scientific 
names and are not considered. Of the thousands of fish in 
American waters, I have selected only those best known 
for gameness and economic value, so that the veriest tyro 
can be informed about angling methods and any equip-
ment he should need without trouble, time, and expense 
in searching other works. First and last, I have tried to make 
an all-round pocket guide —an encyclopaedia of facts — 
the easiest and best ways, how to catch, where to go, and 
how to get the best sport. To avoid monotonous repetition, 
the writer deemed it wise to plan the book under sub-di-
vided headings and to combine the various fish in groups 
and collate the methods of taking them so that they can be 
seen at a glance. Complete information concerning each 
fish is not, therefore, confined to a single chapter, but oc-

curs under various headings, as shown in the Contents, page xi. The writer has, all his life, been much 
attached to the sport of angling, and circumstances have permitted him to indulge in that passion to a 
greater extent and over a wider field than either time or opportunity would probably have allowed most 
anglers. He has taken every game fish that swims, from the southern borders of Labrador down to the 
Dry Tortugas, as well as in many of the great inland seas. During the last twenty-five years he has made 
careful and painstaking studies of the most approved methods to lure, and also of the habits of fishes. 
    I believe we are on the verge of a revolution, both as to breeding and stocking, not only by the various 
States, but by private individuals who will take up fish culture as a commercial enter while more ad-
vanced methods of taking fishes will be employed by means of better tackle and an intelligent use of it. 
   It is over fifty years since the "Jock Scott" and "Silver Doctor" salmon flies were invented. Nothing in 
flies has been made since to equal them. On the other hand, marvellous strides have been made during 
the last twenty-five years in artificial lures, mostly remarkable from the fact that they are rarely imitations 
of living bait.
Louis Rhead
Flatbush, L.I.

Somewhere along the line there was a quote by one of the fly fishing 
author’s loosely acclaiming:  “... Most fishing is done by reading books.”
    I’ve always had a book placed somewhere in sight, ready to open get lost in the pages...
Travel if I may to another time and place.  I’ve gotten a kick out of some early books on fly 
fishing...back when communication and instruction was set in the written pages. 
     I’ve been a big fan of Louis Rhead, his many flies and mainly his pen and ink illustrations of 
the late 1890’s through early 1900’s.  Louis was also instrumental in setting standards for fly 
fishing in his day, authoring articles and books on the subject.  I thought our DFC Trout Bums 
might be interested in just a small part of The Book Of Fish And Fishing, I found, by Louis 
Rhead penning a chapter:  “How to Get Them....Trout: With the fly- Brook and River Fishing.”  
When this was written there was no catch and release, no "basket" limits, during this timeline 
of fishing & hunting in America.
    Herein there is humor between the lines along with much history even as we practice our 
knowledge of fly fishing today.  Hope you enjoy...Travel back in time, see you on pages 6 & 7. 
Robert McKeon • DFC Editor - Graphic Guru, 
Head Wrangler of Stuff & Stay at Home Fly Fisherman



The Canyon Creek Stream Restoration work by 
AZGFD and Volunteers from several Arizona 
Fly Fishing Clubs and Arizona Trout Unlimited 
continued in July with roughly 20 volunteers 
joining Curt Gill and Jake Jaeger of AZGFD 
for a Saturday morning “Grass” session.  Deer 
Grass, that is.  Tough stuff that binds rocks, 
holds stream banks together, provides cover 
and shades the stream, and even resists fire.  
Not much to look at, but really great when it’s 
out of the Pot (no pun intended), and planted 
along the stream.  
  The day actually started with DFC’s own 
Kristen Kyle sneaking in early and catching a 
half dozen or so Brown Trout, before the wild 
bunch arrived and started stirring up the wa-
ter, and some mud, carrying 1 Gallon and 3 
Gallon nursery pots down along the stream 
banks where restoration work was done dur-
ing the winter.  That earlier work included 
the placement of what seemed like millions 
of small, medium and boulder sized rocks in 
strategic locations along the stream below the 

OW bridge.  Those rocks were placed so as to 
narrow the channel, increasing its depth, and 
to prevent bank erosion and wash-out.  Some 
were also placed to help produce and maintain 
deeper pools, and to provide holding locations 
for fish.  The stream looks GREAT!  With the 
very favorable weather and rains on the Rim 
this summer, it is well vegetated, and is running 
cold and clear.  
   Allen, from Natural Channel Design of Flag-
staff, the eco firm that had designed and exe-
cuted the restoration work for AZGFD, brought 
a huge trailer load of nursery pots of the Deer 
Grass (actually native to the area, but this time 
commercially grown just for this project), and 
fiendishly directed the volunteers to dig right 
into all those rocks and place the Grass strate-
gically to help bind everything in place.  
   But the day was actually over by noon, the 
weather was good, and the plentiful turn-out of 
volunteers from Desert Fly Casters, Arizona Fly 
Casters, Payson Fly Casters, Trout Unlimited, 
and several other organizations made the work 
pretty light.  
     This restoration project has been going on 
for several years now, including the planning 
time.  Early efforts included the placement of 
spawning gravel several times.  Some of that 
gravel has moved, but it’s still doing its job, and 
with this year’s work, it should be even more 
productive of Fish.  
    And to show just how well all this is working, 
here is part of a recent Survey report by Jake Jae-
ger, AZGFD, who is very successfully managing 
Canyon Creek:

  The Canyon Creek survey took place May 11-
13, 2015 and this was the second survey to doc-
ument YOY (young of year) and age 1 fish post 
spawning gravel installation. This was also the 
first survey post habitat installation in which 
we were able to document the effectiveness of 
the structures within the creek. 
     Overall, the number of brown trout sampled 
was 575 fish (Figure 1). This is an increase from 
the previous two surveys (n=341 in 2013 and 
n=356 in 2014). This increase of age 1 fish can 
be attributed to the original spawning gravel 
installation in 2013 (Figure 2). Our YOY catch 
this year was 26 fish, down from the 2014 
survey in which 65 YOY were caught. This is 
not surprising due to a late winter flood (larg-
est seen since the new hatchery bridge cross-
ing was installed) which disturbed redds and 
moved gravel downstream. Gravel movement is 
expected but due to poor timing, it may have 
not allowed for eggs to hatch prior to the flood. 
   We will not know the success of the Fall 
2014’s spawn until the May 2016 survey to see 
how many age 1 fish are sampled. The displaced 
gravel has deposited downstream in areas that 
should be utilized by spawning fish in fall 2015. 
During our survey, almost every habitat struc-
ture that was installed had fish holding near 
and it became apparent structures were work-
ing already. 

More Information on Canyon Creek Restora-
tion?  Catch me, Joe Miller, DFC Conservation 
Co-Chair, at: jam@prairietriz.com

Conservation in Action: Canyon Creek – Stream Restoration Project & 2015 Fish Surveys

Photos from Our DFC Durango trip...
Caught by Vince Deadmond and Released to our newsltter.
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Something has been added during the summer months in the absence of Bob Harrison’s monthly Fly Tying Corner.  I wanted to keep the enthusiasm 
of fly-tying in front of us, and, to create an interest in our fly fishing heritage from years past.  We’ll continue the monthly Fly Tying Corner in the fall. 

In the meantime...Keep your vise tight, your thread waxed and your bobbin loose!
Questions (?)...Catch me, R. McKeon, Editor at:  rmckeon2@cox.net

Your materials being now in a state of readiness, the hook 
must be first tied on with waxed silk to the finest end of the 
hair or gut left after cutting off the curled end, in this manner 
(Plate vii. No. 1)  : Take the bend of the hook between your 
left finger and thumb, the shank projecting; place an end of 
the waxed silk, which should be about six inches in length, 
and the end of the gut along the underside of the shank; pass 
the silk over until you have wrapped it down to the end of 
the shank, and two or three turns back for the head of the fly; 
take the feather or hackle as prepared (Plate vii. No. 2), put 
the point of the feather from where it is turned back with the 
outside next the hook, and hold it there with your left finger 
and thumb until you pass the silk over it, just where you left 
off, wrapping it twice or thrice on its downward rounds to 
the bend of the hook; take your scissors and cut off the root 
of the feather, and the superfluous gut under the bend of the 
hook, leaving it not quite so long as the body of the fly has 
to be made; take the thick end of your feather in your twee-
zers or pliers and wrap it over three or four times close to-
gether, following the silk wrappings until it is all, or as much 
as you deem sufficient, twirled on; then take your silk and 
pass over the end once or twice; cut off the superfluous part 
of the feather and wrap up the shank with the silk, evenly 
and regularly, to form the body of the fly, and fasten off by a 
loop-knot or two; or, if you want a thick-bodied fly or one of 
flossed silk, turn down again and fasten off at the shoulder; 
cut off the silk left, set the feather right with your needle and 
finger and thumb, and the fly is made or dressed. This is the 
simplest method.
— Henry Wade, 1860

The tools associated with fly 
tying today have, however, 
evolved along with new technol-
ogies. In the mid-19th century 
flies were tied without benefit 
of a hook vise. Instead, the hook 
was held by the fingers as the fly 
was constructed. The following is 
from Rod Fishing in Clear Waters 
(London 1860):

TOOLS FOR TYING FLIES

 WOW!  My brother who is two years my junior finally hit the retirement button.   We had been wanting to get 
together for some extended fishing trips and when I called him to tell him about the DFC Durango outing and 
asked him if he wanted to go of course he said YES.  I had planned on leaving a week early and camping and fishing 
on the West Fork of the Dolores River but his schedule would not allow this but he said he could spend most of a 
week after the outing and if I could change my schedule we could make it work.  
  I have a bunch of gear left over from my backpacking days so with a little effort I can get enough gear in my old 
'77 CJ5 to cover a trip going solo.  However, when you double the occupants space can be a problem. Even with 
a large trunk box and a cargo rack with a huge hinged lid box on it things can get tight but I was willing to put in 
the effort.
     We all already know just how much gear it takes to go fly fishing what with rods, reels, waders, boots, various 
assortments of tackle and assorted other gear, it's not like it used to be with a couple of spinning rods and a tackle 
box, it is just a lot of stuff.
     I was able to get most of the fishing and cooking items stowed in the two boxes  but that left the rest of the gear 
sitting on my shop floor.  Believe it or not, sometimes it rains in southern Colorado this time of year so I wound up 
having to put the rest of the gear in dry bags that I retained from the Alaska trip with Joe Staller two years ago.
     One bag for the tent, one bag for the sleeping pads, one bag for a sleeping bag, one bag for another sleeping 
bag and camp pillows and that put everything in waterproof containers.   The problem was where to put all this 
stuff.   Oh yeah, since it does rain frequently and I learned in Alaska just how important it can be to have some 
protection when cooking I also decided to take my 8x20 awning. I figured we might a couple of camp chairs since 
just sitting at a picnic table around a fire in the evening can get tedious.
     While planning our trip I had offered to my brother to rent a car.  Since my Jeep only gets 10-12 MPG the saving 
on gas alone will usually cover the cost of the car and I would be much more comfortable.  He said nope. He had 
been doing some research on some streams around the river and there are some Jeep trails we would have to take 
to get access.  On some previous Colorado trips with my Texas buddy Tom we had rented a car and since I have a 
lot of experience off roading my Jeep I was able to take the rental car to some places it probably was not designed 
for.  Any way, we are taking the Jeep.
   After doing a full service on my old vehicle (don't want anything to go wrong on the road) I packed it up.  As the 
picture shows I was able to lash all of the stuff on the back of the of it and it is fully loaded.  If you see us on the 
way to Durango try not to laugh at us two old dudes looking like a couple of relocating bums.
     NOW ALL I HAVE TO DO IS FIGURE OUT HOW TO GET THE OTHER TWO DRY BAGS CONTAINING CLOTHES ABOARD!

SO HOW MUCH 
STUFF DO YOU 
REALLY NEED?

A Road Trip with
DFC Trout Bum 
Dick Brooks

Catch me, Dick Brooks, at: 
gdubby77@gmail.com
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 August & September DFC Outings...

SAN JUAN RIVER TRIP – September 24, 25 & 26, 2015  

SALT RIVER FLOAT & LUNCH • SATURDAY, AUGUST 22, 2015
Be ready to launch at 7:00 AM to beat the heat and get ahead of the tubers (bikini hatch). 

We will be launching from Phon de Sutton and take out at the dam site.  Afterward there will be hot dogs, burgers, drinks, 
chips, etc.  Anyone needing any gear please contact me and I will see if I can get something arranged. 4 or 5wt rods with float-

ing lines and 5x tippet.  If you have a sink tip line or intermediate sink line bring it if you desire. Buggers, semi seal leaches, 
poppers and any other bass or sucker stuff will work usually. DON'T FORGET TO GET A TONTO PASS!  THEY WILL CITE YOU!  

Host: DICK BROOKS...Catch me at:  480-203-9634 -or- gdubby77@gmail.com.  
I have an extra pontoon with fins available for the outing.  I will also be at the parking lot early to help with any rod rigging etc. 

Catch me: Dave Weaver at: dweaver16@cox.net - or -  480-495-2983

USCG approved PFD 

(personal float device) 

a good idea in moving water

Three nights lodging and two days guided fishing.  Best trip of the year.  Great fishing and great 
guide service.  Guides will provide all flies and lunch on the river.  Bring a 4 - 6 weight rod and 
always a good idea to bring along your waders.  Weather is usually very good this time of year 
with cool mornings and pleasant afternoons.  You will need a hat and sunscreen.  Cost is $560.00 
per person with double occupancy for the rooms.  We have a great group signed up and it will 
be fun.  Please have you money paid by the August meeting if at all posible.  San Juan Wine 
Festival is the same weekend and always a fun thing to do. 

 Contact me at 602-451-9459 if you have any questions or billy.wingo@phoenix.gov.  
I will also be at the August meeting with the sign up sheet and more information.
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Chapter- VI: How to Get Them
Trout: With the Fly- Brook and River Fishing 

   The legitimate methods of fishing for trout 
are fly-casting and worm-fishing, with a light 
rod and delicate water gear. I am pleased to 
quote the late Wm. C. Harris who  says: “I 
am not so ironclad in my opposition to bait-
fishing for trout, as are many of my brother 
anglers.  It is an art in itself, and a knowledge 
of the habits of the fish and of the stream in 
which lives as necessary for success as in fly- 
fishing." To this I fully agree and therefore 
often practise it. 
    Fly-fishing for trout followed by the great 
majority of anglers, and their methods of 
fishing a stream are somewhat diverse; but 
all agree that in slow-moving waters the best 
course to fish stream, and in swift running 
ones, down up stream, making a détour when 
a likely pool is reached, fishing from the lower 
end to its head. In fishing up stream the cast 
of flies comes quickly down on the current, 
but this can be partially avoided by directing 
the flies diagonally up and across. On bright 
days and in low water trout are timid, and in 
the latter part of the season leave the shal-
lows, when the sun is up, and go under a large 
rock or bank on the shady side. On dark days 
and at night-time trout, as a rule, rise more 
freely. Trout in a current always poise with 
head against it and are less likely to see the 
angler below them than when he is fishing 
down stream. If the water be agitated, either 
by wind or pebbles at the bottom, disturbs 
the acuteness of sight of trout.  In a brook of 
dancing and rippling water, falling over nu-
merous obstructions, wind a disadvantage 
unless it blows in the direction of the cast. 
To cast against the wind it is necessary to use 
great force, and immerse a large portion of 
the line in the water, especially with light line 
and leader, so that it is best to limit operations 
to the pools.

   If conditions are ideal and trout are taking 
the fly readily, make the most of your time; 
fish  quickly, walk over intervening ground 
smartly, take the trout off the hook and bas-
ket them as speedily as possible. As long as 
you are fishing do it as if you expected a rise 
at every cast; many a good fish have I lost in 
an inadvertent moment. If you are tired, or 
the trout are not taking, sit down and smoke; 
fly-fishing and smoking hardly fit. All begin-
ners in the art of fishing, if they wish to excel, 
should commence in streams where the trout 
are remarkably shy, and they will thus sooner 
become skillful. If they commence in private, 
well-stocked streams, they will get into a care-
less style of fishing and be ill-tempered on a 
well-fished stream, where they ply their lures 
to the terror and alarm of almost every trout 
in the water, and return, if not with an empty 
basket, at least with a very light one, with the 
excuse that the water is too clear. Perhaps the 
easiest of all fishing is the small mountain  
brooks. It's a matter of choice to fish up or 
down. If down, the flies can be guided thirty 
feet ahead and run to every nook and corner, 
practically without casting at all, the force of 
the current doing most of the work. In fish-
ing up, however, the case is different; repeated 
casts are required. I have done both and the 
catch is about equal. Fishing up is certainly 
harder work, both in wading and casting; 
much depends upon the water. I like better 
to fish home than to fish away; in the latter 
the long walk back is not so agreeable as to 
end, with a full basket, right at my temporary 
home.
   Before I reach the stream to fish, my fly-
book is prepared with half a dozen leaders 
with the flies attached, so that all there is to 
be done is to tie the cast to the line. It is better 
still to have the prepared leaders in a small 
round flat box, arranged between layers of 
damp blotting paper. In this way the gut is 
wet and the flies are out straight at the first 
cast. By this means time is saved and put to 
better use when needed. This method is in-
valuable at dusk, when it is difficult to see and 
to tie good and fast. Three flies are placed on 
a six-foot leader, and you will find loops to be 
a decided advantage—quicker to change, and 
not easily fraying the line, as when the fly is 
tied to the line proper; then again, both drop-
per and second fly work away better from the 
line. Some anglers use a nine-foot leader, but 
I find it too long in the act of landing; while in 
the water, it is difficult to lead the fish to the 
net. It is not possible to reel the knot (where 
the gut is fastened to the line) past the tip. At 
least, it is not a wise thing to do if you have a 
large fish.

   Approach with caution and step quietly into 
the stream, either in the boil of a rapid, or on 
the shallows near the bank. Never step into 
or near a pool, but cast first short distances, 
especially around large rocks where the ed-
dies swirl by, thereby making bubbles in a 
line from it. Underneath those bubbles lie the 
fish, rising at times for the flies floating down. 
These are mostly dead flies, and a black-
winged fly should be on the end of the cast 
because more easily seen. It very often hap-
pens that you scare away a big one just as you 
get in the water. On the following day start in 
at the same place, but give a few casts without 
being seen at the edge, to get that same trout; 
it's more than likely to be there, and if in the 
humor it will take the fly offered.
   I must constantly repeat, trout are shy. I 
know a pool, the shady side of the river be-
ing high rocks and impossible to fish from, 
which contains a nice lot of big trout, having 
a complete range of over a hundred feet. They 
would never rise while the angler was in sight, 
and the cast was too far because of branchy 
trees. I floated the flies down by the current, 
and so got them in that way, but not till I had 
fished in vain many times; seeing me there 
casting, they refused to rise.
    In ideal rivers, wadable from the middle, 
like the Beaverkill, N. Y., the cast may be 
placed all over the stream; cast first one side, 
letting it go to the middle with the current, 
then a new cast on the other side, then move 
forward a few yards; it is impossible to wade 
up such a stream of swift water. If you want to 
fish up, the only way is to cast from the sides, 
and this may not be possible in the best places 
because of foliage lining the shore.
   Casting the fly at night-time, unless the wa-
ter is familiar, is unsatisfactory work, even if 
fish rise well; the line is apt to get entangled 
and the flies, because unseen, may be all 
twisted up; a similar trouble is found in play-
ing and landing. The choicest half hour of the 
day, of course, is from sundown to when the 
stars appear. Then the true angler is busy and 
every cast made to count; and you may be ex-
cused if impatient at playing the fish, when 
others are rising and plopping all around. At 
such times a black fly and white fly are nec-
essary. Every angler finds the coachman the 
favorite evening fly, but to my mind, the black 
gnat is equal. Water flies are more on the wing 
at night than at daytime; that is the sole rea-
son why the trout rise better, for trout have no 
mind to go hungry.
   In fishing a trout stream, the same flies will 
lure and be suited to nearly all the trout and 
charrs. I have taken a mixed basket of brook 

By Louis Rhead 
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trout, brown trout, rainbow trout, on the same 
cast of flies; large variety of flies is unneces-
sary. Thad. Norris said, forty years ago: "Don't 
bother with a lot of flies. Here are four that 
will serve all purposes: one is the red spinner, 
the second a black gnat, the third is the coach-
man, the fourth, and best of them all, is the 
red hackle." I consider this today a good se-
lection, though much depends upon the size; 
they must be small, smallest in hot, bright 
sunshine and low water, larger at evening and 
on dark days. But I have for these last two sea-
sons used nothing but four flies of my own in-
vention, tied, at my request, by Abbey & Imb-
rie, N. Y. Some of my friends have tried with 
pronounced success.  I had a theory that a 
metal body fly would be more killing, and be 
seen at a greater distance, because of the flash 
moving through the water from either silver 
or gold, though I find silver more taking. The 
best fly was a silver body, gray wings, black 
hackle and tail; the next best, a gold body, 
with brown speckled wings, reddish orange 
hackle and tail; another, with silver body, 
black wings, gray hackle and tail, and the last 
had silver body, white wings, gray hackle and 
tail. These four flies gave such good account 
of themselves that my friends and I are con-
tent to use no others, at least until they stop 
raising fish. These flies are tied upon a No. 
8 Pennal sneck hook. To rise trout and hook 
them, I strongly and firmly believe size has 
more efficiency than color of wings; and a No. 
8 hook, or even smaller, works the trick from 
spring to fall (that is, in running streams). 
(illustration-1) Lake fishing is another matter, 
and will be treated separately.  Rules cannot 
be rock-bound, as you can always regulate the 
color of flies by practice, and my practice has 
proved beyond doubt that black, brown, and 
gray-colored flies used together and varied in 
size according to circumstances, will at any 
time kill as well and even better than the most 
elaborate collection arranged for every month 
in the year. If you have the three colors men-
tioned you cannot be far off the mark, as they 
comprise all the leading colors of insects in 
nature. A white fly is of great value at times, 
though a black fly is seen at night just as well 
by the trout, but not by the angler. great value 
at times, though a black fly is seen at night 
just as well by the trout, but not by the an-
gler. My great objection to the flies offered for 
sale is that they are much too large and bushy 
for clear water. Every possible advantage is in 
favor of a lightly dressed fly; it is more like 
natural insect, it falls lighter in the water, and 
the hook is not so covered with feathers as to 
stop it from getting a good hold.
   In addition to the above four flies, I think it 
wise, nay necessary, to have a cast of hackles 
or spiders of black, brownish red, ash color, 

or gray. In the summer months, when trout 
are lazy and well fed, or much fished and very 
shy, the spider will be found more deadly 
than the winged fly; so that if the leader be a 
gray-winged fly, remove it and put on a gray 
hackle or spider of the same size. The reason 
is that the hook is better concealed, and if the 
fly is made of soft hackle the water agitates 
the feathers, giving them a life-like appear-
ance. If the trout will not take a gray hackle, 
try the black, and afterward the brown. In 
case all these fail, give up and go home.
   For brilliant primary colors (red, yellow and 
blue) I have no use, having long since given 
them away to inquisitive strangers on the 
stream who ask what fly I got on.  Nothing is 
more exasperating than to be expected (even 
by friends) to give one's taking flies, especial-
ly when the supply is getting low.
    On the stream, neither borrow nor lend. If 
you are a true angler you will amply provide 
yourself; if not, patiently wait till you can re-
supply. The careless angler must be taught a 
lesson in providing his wants, not encouraged 
to depend on others to whom they are rarely 
grateful. 
   The art of dry fly-fishing is a beautiful and 
highly scientific branch of angling, (illustra-
tion-2) which has been practised on English 
streams for some time, and is yearly com-
ing more into favor in our own country. It 
is only possible here to give a slight inkling 
of it. To get  a through knowledge of science 
the reader should consult the works from the 
pen of Frederick M. Halford. It consists of 
casting a “single" fly, perfectly dry upon the 
surface of the water, and floating it passive-
ly down stream over a rising fish, instead of 
submerged, and guided hither and yon across 
the current. The flies are made specially with 
cocked wings, and are exceedingly small, yet 
more like nature than the average wet fly. They 
are marvels of neatness and sombreness, and 
so natural are they thrown, that they deceive 
any fish, particularly large ones. The angler is 
supposed to cast only when the fish are visibly 
feeding. He then selects his fish, gets behind 
it (that is, below it), and prepares for a cast. 
Then taking two or three false casts in the air 
to judge the exact distance, the fly is thrown 
with the intention of making it alight gently a 
foot or two above the rising fish, and exactly 
in his line; for a well-fed fish will rarely go 
even a few inches out of his way for a passing 
fly. If the fly falls short or wide, it should be 
left till the line has floated some distance to 
the rear of the fish, when it must be picked 
off and whisked through the air two or three 
times to dry the wings and hackle before a 
new cast is made. To succeed even moderately 
well requires a vast amount of practice; clum-
siness and bungling are fatal and put the fish 

down, and it stops feeding. If the fly comes 
down exactly in the right spot, the fish takes 
not, the glittering gut arouses its suspicions 
and does not fall a victim to the angler's ef-
fort. A most important part of this science to 
recognize readily the fly on which the fish are 
and be able to match with a good imitation. 
The most famous flies are olive dun, red quill, 
red spinner, jenny spinner, black gnat, and the 
alder.
   The art of dry fly-fishing of no advantage 
when fishing down stream in wild water; its 
success when fishing from below a quiet, deep 
pool. 
   The tackle exceedingly light, and the gut at 
least nine feet long; and the point to be at-
tained is to make the fly drop on the water, 
float upright on the surface for few seconds 
(as the natural feeding, fly does), and then 
take it away again without going under water. 
The use of dry fly-fishing may be brought in 
play for any of the trout and charr, if the water 
is suitable. It of course, more valuable late in 
the season, when the water low and the sun 
bright. Dry fly-fishing should not be attempt-
ed by any but expert casters; the tyro had bet-
ter be content with wet-fishing, which, to do 
thoroughly, requires many years' study and 
practice; indeed, quite sufficient for all the 
streams. I know, and they are many. English 
streams where the art practised most are the 
Test and Itchen rivers. The water slow, deep, 
and very clear; they are over-fished and the 
trout are pretty scarce.

Louis John Rhead (November 6, 1857 – July 29, 
1926) was an English-born American artist, illustrator, 
author and angler who was born in Etruria, Stafford-
shire, England. He emigrated to the United States at 
the age of twenty-four.
Rhead was an avid fly fisher and by his own account 
started fishing for trout in the U.S. sometime be-
tween 1888 and 1890. In 1901 he became interested 
in angling art and much of his later published works 
deal with fishing and fly fishing. Rhead was also 
tackle dealer and sold his own line of artificial flies.  
His most famous and celebrated work is American 
Trout-Stream Insects (1916). At the time of its publi-
cation this was one of the first and most comprehen-
sive studies of stream entomology ever published in 
America.
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See ya Wednesday...

August 12, 2015

SEPTEMBER OUTING
San Juan River Trip

 September 24, 25 & 26, 2015
Host: Billy Wingo & Joe Miller

Catch Billy at: 602-451-9459 or billy.wingo@phoenix.gov

OCTOBER OUTING
Annual Rocky Point

October 30-November 4, 2015
Details in September Newsletter

Questions? Catch Vince at:  vddeadmond@msn.com

AUGUST OUTING
Salt River Float & Lunch

Saturday, August 22, 2015
Be ready to launch at 7:00 AM to beat the heat

Host: Dick Brooks •  gdubby77@gmail.com


